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Japanese Garden Society News

What’s been happening?

We’re glad you asked! It’s been a busy year and if you haven’t been keeping
up with us in person, read on. We’ll catch you up with a few highlights, share
insights from the Design & Construction committee, and let you know what
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we’re looking forward to and how you might get involved.

The Groundbreaking Ceremony

We were graced with a beautiful fall
day for our groundbreaking ceremo-
ny that officially celebrated the park
across from ArtSpring as Heiwa
Peace Park, home of the Japanese
Garden of Salt Spring Island.

unteer organizers pulling everything
together, we were joined by Rose
Murakami discussing the history of
Japanese Canadians on Salt Spring,
e Takeo
Yamashiro
on Japanese
& bamboo
flute, and
~ Shinto
priestess
Y| Ann Evans
performing
a blessing

ceremony.
There was
music and
food and the
Karate Kids
and most of
all, it was
notice to

the commu-
nity that the
digging was
about to begin!

Digging It!

You may have noticed that we
started clearing a pathway behind
the Ganges sewer plant. That’s now
on hold until our local biologists
and arborists can do their work, but
if you want to get your hands dirty,
we are looking for people to help
with excavating so we can begin
work on the water feature. See our
call for volunteers on page 3 for
more info on this.

- photos by Brian Smallshaw
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Memberships

Please consider supporting the Japa-
nese Garden Society with a mem-
bership which are reasonably priced
at $10/year for individuals, $15

per household, $100 corporate and
$1000 for a lifetime membership.



Report from the Design & Construction Committee:

Since our goundbreaking ceremony
9 months ago, the design for

our Ceremonial Gate has been
completed.

Islands Trust, the Gate would have
been in the middle of the Heiwa
Peace Park (4.5 metres from the lot
line).
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EAST ELEVATION CEREDGNIAL EATE

We decided that some beautiful
yellow cedar would be the most
attractive and durable material
from which to construct the

gate, but we also wanted to

follow sustainable principles in
the development of the Heiwa
Peace Park. It was a fortuitous
coincidence that one of our
supporters has a contact on BC’s
Central Coast where it’s possible
to obtain yellow cedar through
beachcombing along the shoreline.
The materials will be shipped to
Vancouver, and then transported by
truck to Salt Spring.

Which brings us to our next point...
in order for us to build our Gate
close to the road at the top of the
pathway and thereby create an
inviting entrance to the Park, we
needed a variance from normal
zoning. If we had not successfully
obtained that variance from the
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The final step and official approval
needed to commence construction
of the Gate is a similar permit
from the Provincial Ministry

of Transportation. Armed with

the support of the CRD, the
Islands Trust, PARC, and our

local officials, we submitted our
application to the Ministry in mid-
June requesting a setback variance.
We hope to commence construction
of the Gate shortly.

Other features of the Peace Park
which we have been working on
are the installation of new lighting
for the Park and pathway behind
the Ganges sewer plant. The
intention is to provide a new,
well-lit, attractive pathway from
the parking lot behind Salt Spring
Roasting Company, along Ganges
Creek, to the Heiwa Peace Park
and Artspring.

One of our supporters has proposed
constructing a stone labyrinth

as part of Heiwa Peace Park. It
would be level with the ground
and would provide Park users

with a place for walking or sitting
meditation, or simply a beautiful
piece of stonework to admire. We
imagine it might look something
like the following photographs that
were taken of a labyrinth in New
Zealand, one close-up, the other
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from a distance. The labyrinth
that’s being proposed to us would
have a path width of just over 13”
wide with a total length of 280°.
The gravel would be laid 3” down
onto a polyester membrane and

the edges framed by black plastic
edging. Thus machinery for cutting
grass could safely pass over the
pathways.



What’s next?

Fall Fundraiser

We’re in the throes of planning a
late October fun-filled fundraiser!

We’ll start with the viewing at the
Fritz of The Cats of Mirikitani, a
beautifully moving documentary
about 80 year old Jimmy Mirikitani
who survived internment camps
and homelessness on the streets of
New York city by creating art.

The film will be followed with an
evening of food, fun and music
at the Harbour House, with all
proceeds going to the Japanese
Garden Society.

Once we’ve worked out all the
details, you’ll see our posters
around town (not to mention emails
in your inbox) and tickets at local
venues. Pass the word!

Shopping at GVM & Thrifty’s

Don’t forget these two great
programs as ongoing ways to help
us raise funds painlessly.

For GVM, we have a box at the
store for your cash register tapes
and we’re part of the Smile Card
program at Thrifty’s. To obtain a
Japanese Garden Smile Card with
our Heiwa Peace Park logo on it,

call Joni at 537-8818.

Calling All Volunteers!
Are We Gardening Yet?

Well, it may not be gardening but
at this stage of the game, it is just
as important and will give you that
same feel-good thrill. We need help
with excavating. Shovels are good,
but we could especially use people
with earth moving and digging
equipment. Please consider giving
an hour or three of your time.

Fall Fair

As with years past, the Japanese
Garden Society will have a table at
the Fall Fair. This is an excellent
opportunity to introduce ourselves
to the community as well as to
raise funds. If you can help out by
sitting at the table for a couple of
hours, please contact us. Fall Fair
this year is September 13-14.

Saturday Market

We’ve found people to be very
receptive to us at the Saturday
Market. It’s also a fun place to
hang out for a couple of hours, so
if you can sit at our table every
once in a while, it would be hugely
appreciated!

To volunteer for any of the above
events (or if you think of some-
thing else you’d like to do), please
contact our volunteer coordinator
at 537-9985 or jmb06@telus.net.

JGS Store

We have new t-shirts!

and $30 for long sleeve.

Ganbaru
Rose Murakami’s book, Ganbaru:
the Murakami
Family of Salt
Spring Island, is

Ganbaru

a wonderful read | #=¢ " s
Bty §

and is available “‘\;& 43

for $5.95. ¥

Fans

Fans are still $6.

Please note that all proceeds from
the sale of the books, T-shirts and
fans go to support the Heiwa Peace
Park. These items may be pur-
chased at events of the Japanese
Garden Society or by ordering via
phone, fax, email or regular mail.
There is an added shipping cost if
you would like your items mailed
to you rather than picking them up.
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